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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COX^i^l’orr ,, ,, 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA '' i/0:29 

ORLANDO DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

V. CaseNo.6:18-cv-A|41 -oA 

$67,040 IN U.S. CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 
The United States of America brings this complaint and alleges upon 
information and belief, in accordance with Supp’l Rule G(2), Supplemental 
Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions, as 
follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem to forfeit to the United States of 
America, pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), approximately $67,040 in 
currency seized from Shannon Nicole Smith at the Orlando International 
Airport (Defendant Funds). 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action 
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1345, which provides the Court with jurisdiction over 
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all civil actions commenced by the United States, and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 
1355, which provides the Court with jurisdiction over actions to recover or 
enforce forfeitures. 

3. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the Defendant Funds 
because venue properly lies in the Middle District of Florida pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1395. 

4. Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the 
Middle District of Florida, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1395(b), because the 
Defendant Funds were found and seized in this district. 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

5. The Defendant Funds consist of approximately $67,040 in 
United States currency seized from Shannon Nicole Smith on June 21, 2018 at 
Orlando International Airport (OIA) by law enforcement officers who 
determined that there was probable cause to believe that the Defendant Funds 
constituted: (1) money furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in 
exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the Controlled Substances 
Act; (2) proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or (3) money used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act. 
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6. The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) took custody of 
the Defendant Funds, which remain in the custody of the United States. As 
set forth in Supp’l Rule G(3)(b)(i), the Clerk of Court must issue a warrant to 
arrest the Defendant Funds if they are in the government’s possession, 
custody, or control. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

7. The Defendant Funds are subject to forfeiture to the United 
States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) because they constitute: (1) money 
furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in exchange for a controlled 
substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act; (2) proceeds traceable 
to such an exchange; or (3) money used or intended to be used to facilitate a 
violation of the Controlled Substances Act. 

FACTS 

8. The facts and circumstances supporting the forfeiture of the 
Defendant Funds have been provided by DEA Special Agent Frank A. 
Chiaradio, who states as follows. 

9. On June 21, 2018, Shannon Nicole Smith was ticketed to fly on 
American Airlines flight #227 from Orlando, Florida to Los Angeles, 
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California at approximately 11:33 a.m. Based upon SA Chiaradio’s training 
and experience, he knows California to be a source state for marijuana. 

10. After Smith checked in one of her suitcases at the airline counter 
and began walking in the direction of the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) checkpoint, two law enforcement officers approached 
Smith to inquire about her travel. Thereafter, Smith voluntarily spoke with a 
series of officers who work with the Orlando Airport Interdiction Unit. 

11. Smith told them that she purchased her ticket for the flight 
approximately two days prior and that she was traveling to Los Angeles to 
visit her brother who lived in Los Angeles and in Colorado. Officers knew 
this information to be false, as Smith had purchased her one-way ticket the 
day before (on June 20'*’). Smith also said she was moving to California, and 
did not plan on returning to Florida. 

12. Smith said that she packed her own carry-on suitcase and purse, 
but that her mother had packed her checked suitcase. Smith said no one gave 
her any packages to travel with which contained illegal contraband, large sums 
of U.S. Currency, or to which she did not know its contents. 

13. Smith said she was traveling with a total of approximately 
$6,000, which was located inside her carry-on suitcase (approximately $3,000) 
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and her purse (approximately $3,000). Smith then consented to a search of 
her c 2 irry-on suitcase, checked suitcase, and purse. 

14. Smith showed officers a bundle of approximately $3,000 which 
she took out of her purse. One of the officers then began to search her carry- 
on suitcase and immediately located small bundles of U.S. Currency banded 
together and concealed within women’s clothing. When asked again how 
much money she was carrying (because it appeared she had more than $3,000 
in her carry-on suitcase), Smith replied she thought approximately $30,000 to 
$35,000. 

15. Smith told officers that she had no other money - specifically 
that there was no money in her checked suitcase. However, when an officer 
searched the checked suitcase, he located a number of additional bundles of 
U.S, Currency rubber banded together, a large blanket, a bathrobe, and men’s 
clothing. Smith denied knowledge of the money in her checked suitcase. 
Indeed, she claimed her mother had packed her suitcase. 

16. Smith then told officers the money in her possession was from an 
inheritance from when her grandmother passed away a year ago, but she was 
unsure of the amount of the inheritance. Smith said she retrieved the money 
from her bank account at GTE Credit Union in Tampa, but then later gave a 
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conflicting statement saying that her mother had given her the inheritance 
money about a week or two ago in cash. 

17. Smith showed an officer her bank account information through 
her cellular phone that showed a savings balance of $10,000 and a checking 
balance of $617.84. Smith said she had no other bank accounts. 

18. An officer called and spoke to Smith’s mother, Lorraine Smith. 
Lorraine Smith said she had dropped off her daughter at the airport a few 
minutes ago. Lorraine Smith said she did not pack any of her daughter’s bags 
and did not give her any money. Lorraine Smith believed her daughter was 
traveling to California for a few days to look for a car or a horse but was 
unsure exactly why. Lorraine Smith said that her daughter did receive an 
inheritance of approximately $25,000, but that she had received the 
inheritance years ago. 

19. An officer also called Smith’s brother, David Smith. David 
Smith said he knew his sister was speaking with law enforcement officers 
because she had been texting with him while officers were speaking to her. 
David Smith said he lived in Colorado, but was thinking about moving to Los 
Angeles. David Smith said he was meeting his sister in Los Angeles. 
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20. Smith said she was going to stay at the Historic Mayfair hotel in 
downtown Los Angeles and provided officers with a reservation. The 
reservation showed her checking in on June 21, 2018 and checking out on 
June 22,2018. Smith said she was going to stay with her brother at his place 
for the rest of her trip. 

21. While still speaking with officers, Smith continuously texted and 
began to add up the bundles of U.S. Currency using the calculator on her 
phone. Smith said that all of the money that was in her carry-on suitcase was 
in bundles of $3,000 and that she counted it and rubber banded it herself. 
Smith then told officers she believed she was carrying a total of $42,000. 

22. Smith also told officers she had been a bartender since she was 18 
years old and currently worked at Beef O’Brady’s in Tampa (at the time, 

Smith was 21 years old). Smith said she was paid through direct deposit and 
was unsure of how much money she made. 

23. During the interview with officers. Smith also consented to a 
search of her cellular phone. A search of the phone revealed photographs 
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detailing numerical amounts associated with names of people, which, based 
upon the officers’ training and experience, appeared to be a drug ledger: 
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along with amounts of what officers knew, based upon their training and 
experience, to be types of marijuana, including kush bubba, south fork 


sherbert, and sunset sherbert: 



24. Thereafter, a properly trained narcotics detection dog, “Gabi,” 
positively alerted to the presence of the odor of drugs on the Defendant Funds. 
Gabi is trained to detect the odor of sbc controlled substances: cannabis, 
cocaine HCL, cocaine base, heroin, methamphetamine, and MDMA. 
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25. Individuals who handle controlled substances often get traces of 
the substances on their hands and clothing. These trace amounts of a 
controlled substance can easily be spread to other items the individual touches 
such as currency. A positive alert to U.S. currency by a properly trained dog 
indicates that the currency had either been handled by someone who had trace 
amounts of a controlled substance on their hands, or the currency had recently 
been in close proximity to a controlled substance. 


26. DEA then seized the U.S. currency found in Smith’s purse, 
carry-on bag, and suitcase, which had all been wrapped in rubber bands: 
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27. The seized money was taken to Loomis Financial Services where 
it was counted. The official count was $67,040. The money was comprised 
of: 


144 

$100 bills 

108 

$50 bills 

2,353 

$20 bills 

17 

$10 bills 

10 

$1 bills 


Based upon SA Chiaradio’s training and experience, the specific 
denomination amounts are consistent with street-level drug sales. 

28. Records firom the Florida Department of Labor and Employment 
Security indicate that the reported income for Smith was as follows: 

2017 = $17,205.62 
2016 = $12,653.19 
2015 = $9,289.62 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the aforementioned facts, SA Chiaradio believes that 
sufficient probable cause exists to believe that the Defendant Funds are: 1) 
money furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for a controlled 
substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act; 2) proceeds traceable 
to such an exchange; and/or 3) money used or intended to be used to facilitate 
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a violation of the Controlled Substances Act. Thus, the Defendant Funds are 
subject to forfeiture to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

WHEREFORE, pursuant to Supplemental Rule G, Plaintiff United 
States of America requests that this Court issue an arrest warrant in rem 
pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(l), initiate a process of forfeiture 
against the Defendant Funds, and duly notice all interested parties to appear 
and show cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed. The United States 
further requests the Court order the Defendant Funds forfeited to the United 
States for disposition according to law and grant the United States such further 
relief as this case may require. 

Dated: December . 2018 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARIA CHAPA LOPEZ 
United States Attorney 

By: 

Assistant United States Attorney 
Florida Bar No. 0820601 
400 West Washington Street, Suite 3100 
Orlando, Florida 32801 
Telephone: (407) 648-7500 
Facsimile: (407) 648-7643 
E-Mail: Nicole.Andreiko@usdoi.gov 
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VERIFICATION 

I, Frank A. Chiaradio, hereby verify and declare under penalty of 
perjury, that I am a Special Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, that I have read the foregoing Verified 
Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem and know the contents thereof, and that the 
matters contained in the Verified Complaint are true to my own knowledge 
and belief. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my 
belief are the official files and records of the United States, information 
supplied to me by other law enforcement officers, as well as my investigation 
of this case together with other DEA Special Agents and Task Force Officers. 

I hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct. 

Executed this day of December, 2018. 

‘Frank A. Chiaradio, Special Agent 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
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